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Curios  and  Relics 

Household  Textiles 

Quilt 

Made  by  Mary  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


THE  DETROIT  NEWS:        October  23,  1933 


'  BEAUTY 'IN  THE  HOME. 


By  EDITH  B.  CRUMB. 


y^'  "This  department  seeks  to  give  assistance  to  all  who'are  interested  in  beautifying 
their  bomes  ijid  will  be  glart  to  answer  questions  pertaining  to  Interior  decoration. 
In  order  to  serve.  aU  who  seek  cdvice  p-omr'ly  no  more  than  three  problems  will  be, 
dJs'eusBtd  in  any  one  r'^ply.  Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  this  department  as  often 
as  they  wish,  but  to  limit  each  lettcr  to  three  guestions.  State  your  questions  clearly, 
write  only  on  one  side  o(  the  paper,  eiiclosin;  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope,  and 
address  Beauty  In  th:;  Home  Department,  Detroit  News  Letters  with  their  answers 
J  will  be  published  (or  the  benefit  ol  all  bomemakers,  but  names  and  addres.sos  wUJ 
pbl,  be  made  public.  .         ^  '  , 


^        >^  : 


J 


H;.1.S,    \  |(>!,.,1    A\  j.\  ,  i,f   i'\i:i,;M,    ui  iiU         slHM.iii.r  (|lilK   \vliii'h  SllC 
^  has  entered  in  Ihn  Dciroit  Ncu-.i  Co:iti'st.'  This  yuilt    w.is  in;ido  )>}• 
.  iVIr*.   AbraLam    J.liiroln  for  I\Ir.s.  IWavy    tirinislty         "  SprlncfioKI, 
I.  flWit         >  Illinois.   -         ,4  ■ 


'^vj»VERY^day,/somethin|  mote'  -'interesting  happens  .'to^' regard -/to  the 
'■•^  flUilcs--'to  be  entered  in 'the  Contest.    Last  week"  I  mentioned  that 
•'there' vvas  to  be  a  quilt  which  had  been  made  by  Mrs^  Abraham  Lincoln 
^  and  FridSy  the  possessor  of  this  r/ailt  laid  it  on  my  desk  (and  it  had  not 
■  been  out  of  moth' balls  very  long),  so  I  thought  you  might  like  to  see 
')  V/hatTthis  Quilt  is  j-eally  like. '"  ^        '   -          '"j  "  '    '    .-^'  ^  S'^*  ''4 
in  the  iliuslBtion  you  see  Mrs.  Violet  Avey  of  Milan,  'Michisan,  who 
now  owns  the  quilt,  "it  is  in  red  and, white,  although  the  red- is  sonie- 
^  what  (aded'frora  lyivd  use  and  age; Orisinally  ITniagine  it  was  a  bu^^htj 
turkc^  red:  and  tVie  dsiigu  is  a  single  Irish  -.       \   ■  '  p  .r.-v,    "  >  \ 

,    /"  .  This  quilc.  wliich'is  crib  siie,  yas  r.iade  by  T»Ir:.  I-incoln  in  Spi.ingfield, 
iVnnois.   for:  Mrs.'  I.Iary   Gnmslcy?  '■ 

■  who  . was  a  lifelciig  resident  of  tnat  | 
city  and  v.-as  a  daughter  cf  Rieh.~iia  • 
Burch,  a  meiriber  of  one  of  the  | 

"  pi.o'ieer  families  of  Spiir-gfie'd.  Sh3| 

was  also  the  great  riece  of  Jesse  B.  j 

■liionias,  one  of  the  first  two  T7n-,tfa| 

Btate.s  senators  from  Illinois.  Tae  j 
'  las'-  'meal  of  whirh  Mis.  Lincoln" 
-  partook  before  le.iving  for  Wash. 1.3-  I 

ton  in  l&pi>  wa.<  pieprae.i  by  Mrs. 

Grim5ley.,->I'.h-ST  Ciriai.sley.  -ave  ihe 

Quih  to  ilrs;  Avey  who  1,3  gent-rous 

enough  'to  exhibit  ;t  sc  th>t  those, 

'wild"  are  .interested  .In  historical. 

■  piecea  nDy'ste  it.  The  quilt  is  \ery 
Tagged  . but  there  is  sxill  evidence  of 

•  fine  workinanslnp  and  careful  cut- 
>  vtinz'and-  planning.       v  •  -'  •    ■  -v 


ON  THE  COVER:  The  Lincoln  Quilt,  82"x82",  by  Laveme  Mathews,  Orange,  Texas, 
1979.  Mrs.  Mathews's  quilt  is  a  variation  with  a  Trip  Around  the  World  color  scheme  of 
a  notable  old  design.  Anne  Orr,  in  Good  Housekeeping  magazine  in  the  1930s,  wrote  of 
the  old  legend  that  during  the  year  of  his  birth,  Abraham  Lincoln's  mother  pieced  a  quilt 
in  an  unusual  star  pattern  which  became  known  as  The  Lincoln  Quilt.  In  1942  the  Lock- 
port  Cotton  Batting  Company  (now  defunct)  published  the  pattern  for  this  quilt.  Printed 
on  the  pattern  was  this  comment:  "We  were  informed  by  a  great-great-granddaughter 
that  the  original  of  this  quilt  was  made  by  Mrs.  Lincohi  f  Abraham *s  mother]  and  her 
neighbor,  Mrs.  Thomas  Enlow.  It  supposedly  was  started  the  year  of  Lincoln's  birth  and 
quilted  the  foUowing  year,  the  original  quilt  bearing  the  initials  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  and 
Mrs.  Enlow  and  now  being  owned  by  the  Rockefeller  estate."  Photo  by  Roy  L.  Hale. 


QUSLTfNG  BEE 

Dear  Bonnie: 

This  past  year  seems  to  have  been  the  year  of  the  Medal- 
lion Quilt.  I  enjoyed  the  Medallion  series  in  QiVM  (Nos.  143 
through  149)  and  hope  you  will  enjoy  seeing  my  Castle  Magic 
Medallion.  It  is  hand  pieced,  hand  quilted,  55"  x  55",  and 
based  on  the  Castle  Wall  block.  I  have  made  several  different 
.^uilts  based  on  this  block  and  find  it  quite  intriguing  to  see 
how  many  variations  one  can  come  up  with.  Marguerite 
Zahoruiko,  R.F.D.,  Rumney,  New  Hampshire  03266. 

Dear  Bonnie: 

Since  you're  interested  in  strip  piecing,  I  thought  you 
might  like  to  see  my  quilt.  Out  of  Darkness.  It  is  large  (72"  x 
100"),  with  strip  piecing  in  the  middle  part  and  diamond 
PMtchwork  blocks  around  the  outside,  and  it  is  made  of  a  wide 
\  anety  of  fabrics. 

Altliough  I  love  bed  quilts  made  to  keep  one  warm  and 
feeling  safe  at  night,  I  also  love  those  made  to  hang  on  a  wall 
purely  for  decoration.  When  making  decorative  quilts,  I  like 
to  use  different  types  of  fabrics  to  enhance  the  design.  When 
the  quilt  will  not  be  used  on  the  bed,  it  will  not  have  as  much 
stress  and  wear,  and  will  not  become  soiled  as  quickly;  so 
using  iusL  sturdy,  washable  cottons  isn't  as  necessary. 

The  wonderful  feel  and  texture  given  by  a  variety  of  fab- 
rics makes  the  extra  care  needed  in  their  construction  well 
worth  the  effort.  For  example,  velvets  and  corduroy  tend  to 
move  as  you  mark  and  sew,  but  gentle  marking  and  extra 
pins  to  stop  slippage  reduce  the  problem  greatly.  Velvets 
and  corduroys  absorb  the  light,  offering  a  dull  surface  that  ap- 
pears very  deep  and  nch.  Quilting  on  these  fabrics  tends  to 
get  lost  because  of  the  nap-something  to  remember  as  you 
plan  your  quilting  pattern.  Polished  cottons  and  satins  give 
just  the  opposite  effect.  Because  of  their  shine,  they  reflect 
the  light  even  when  they  are  dark.  Quilting  shows  up  beauti- 
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fully  on  polished  cotton.  The  shadows  created  by  the  stitching  contrast 
interestingly  with  the  shimmery  quality  of  the  unquilted  areas.  Katie 
Pasquini,  2931  Albee  Street,  Eureka,  California  95501. 

Dear  Bonnie: 

Mrs.  Lincoln's  Quilt,  on  the  cover  of  QNM  #139  (February  1982) 
really  caught  my  eye,  and  1  decided  it  would  be  fun  to  make  my  quilt  in 
the  same  colors  as  the  original.  Since  the  original  is  supposed  to  be 
owned  by  the  Rockefeller  estate,  I  wrote  to  the  Rockefeller  Founda- 
tion asking  if  they  could  help  me  ascertain  the  correct  colors.  I  never 
received  a  reply,  however,  so  next  I  wrote  to  the  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  received  a 
prompt  reply  troiii  Director  Mark  K.  Neely,  Jr.,  which  I  would  like  to 
share  with  other  QNM  readers: 

"If  you  read  the  blurb  [about  the  quilt  in  QNM]  carefully,  I  think 
you'll  find  that  the  key  word  in  it  is  'legend.'.  .  .Wlien  the  Lockporl 
Cotton  Halting  Company  |  mentioned  I  refers  to  'a  great-great-grand- 
daughter. '  do  they  mean  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln?  'I'hat  would  have  to 
be  a  woman,  now  dead,  named  Mary  Lincoln  Ueckvvith,  and  I  cannot 
imagine  her  telling  anyone  any  such  information.  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
was  illiterate  and  could  not  sign  her  name.  I  wonder,  therefore,  what 
Ikt  initials  kjoked  like.  Fiii.illy,  a  (juick  check  of  Louis  Waireii's  Lin- 
coln's I'itrcntiii^c  mid  C  hildhood  failed  to  reveal  any  Thomas  Kniow  re- 
fet  red  to  as  a  Kentucky  neighbor.  It's  a  fine  (juilt,  all  right,  but  1  doubt 
th.it  it  is  very  well  established  as  Mrs.  Lincoln's  quilt." 

I  still  plan  to  make  the  ijuilt.  but  now  I  shall  feel  free  to  make  it  in 
whatever  colors  suit  me  or  the  recipient,  now  that  1  know  the  story  be- 
hind it  is  more  legend  (as  you  said)  than  fact.  Mar>'  C.  Chartier,  Nor- 
wich, Connecticut. 


Dear  Bonnie: 

When  I  received  the  March  issue  of  QNM  I  thought  I  recognized  the 
beautiful  quilt  on  the  cover  as  Chris  Kdriionds's  style.  So  I  was  not  sur- 
prised to  look  inside  and  see  it  was  iiulced  her  quilt.  It  is  so  lovely  and 
somewhat  conl« mporary,  but  it  has  enough  of  the  traditional  bedcover 
look  .ibout  It  to  suit  my  taste.  So  many  of  the  quilts  we  see  in 
magazines  now  ari'  ti  ue  works  of  art.  They  rc|)resent,  so  much  work  at 
the  fliawiiig  bo.iid  tli.it  the  lime  spent  exei  tiling  the  finished  product 
must  be  plirnomciial.  I'liey  aie  so  tabiilciis  that,  of  course,  lliey  need 
to  l)c  shown,  hut  I  am  a  ti aditioiial  (|iiiltfi  who  still  loves  the  old  pat- 
terns the  best.  Almost  aii\  ihiiiK  I  (Icsigu  tisi-s  or  combines  several  of 

•  old  favoi  iti'S  with  somi-thmg  extia  .uklcd  to  make  Ihein  mine  alone. 


(JVM  Jiitii-'WI 
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Lincoln's  quilt  used  as 
educational  tool 

Roberta  Kaczmarek  has  a  story  to  tell. 

On  Friday,  with  the  assistance  of  her 
granddaughter,  Katie,  and  a  quilt,  the  story 
was  told  to  fifth  graders  at  Rolla  Middle 
School. 

Believer  it  or  not,  Roberta,  of  Salem,  is  a 
fifth-generation  cousin  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 
That  makes  Katie  seventh-generation,  and 
the  quilt  a  140-plus  year  old  family 
heirloom. 

"My  fourth  great-grandmother  was  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln's  sister,"  Roberta  said.  "My 
great-grandmother,  who  was  born  in  1858, 
was  seven  when  Lincoln  was  assassinated." 


Roberta  Kaczmarek,  right,  and  her  granddaughter,  Katie,  teac 

Kaczmarek,  a  retired  teacher,  explained       l^*^,  I'f^'^^l^'TJ^l^^^T  '^''^'"^  """'"^  ^ 

that  her  great-grandmother,  Bridget  Lawson  ^^^t  belonged  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Goodwin,  and  her  family  traveled  by  buckboard  from  their  Springfield,  Mo.,  home  to  Springfield,  III.,  for 
Lincoln's  funeral. 

"My  great-grandmother  actually  remembered  her  family  lifting  her  up  to  see  inside  the  coffin  at  the  funeral 
Kaczmarek  said. 

Since  the  weather  was  cool  and  the  family  traveled  by  buckboard,  the  Lincoln  family  gave  the  quilt  to 
Goodwin's  family  in  order  to  cover  the  girls  and  other  members  of  the  family. 

According  to  Kaczmarek,  the  quilt  was  actually  made  by  Lincoln's  wife,  Mary  Todd. 

"We're  not  sure  when  it  was  made,  but  we  know  it's  at  least  140  years  old,"  she  said.  "Mary  Todd  tacked  tl 
quilt  and  did  all  the  handwork  on  it." 

The  quilt  is  a  patch  work  designed,  referred  to  as  a  crazy  quilt.  The  stitches  between  each  individual  panel 
are  completely  different. 

"Some  look  like  snowflakes,  others  look  like  regular  stitches,"  Kaczmarek  told  the  fifth  graders.  "I  wish  I 
would  have  learned  more  about  it.  It's  so  beautiful." 


The  quilt,  which  has  a  few  worn  spots,  was  used  by  Goodwin  before  being  handed  down  to  Kaczmarek's 
grandmother.  Bertha  Goodwin  Dotson. 


http://www.therolladailynews.com/articles/2005/09/06/news/news5.prt 
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So  how  has  Kaczmarek  been  able  to  preserve  the  quilt  so  well. 

"First  of  all,  you  don't  keep  it  in  plastic,"  she  said.  "It  will  draw  moisture. 

"It  is  folded  and  rolled.  Every  so  often  you  have  to  refold  it  so  the  creases  don't  deteriorate." 

In  addition,  Kaczmarek  said  that  the  family  handles  the  quilt  sparingly  due  to  skin  oils  and  some  of  the 
already  worn  spots. 

The  future  of  the  quilt  is  uncertain. 

"My  husband  and  I  have  talked  about  seeing  if  Lincoln's  birthplace  museum  in  Kentucky  would  be  intereste 
In  displaying  it,"  she  said.  "But  for  now  we'll  keep  it  and  keep  using  it  as  an  educational  tool." 
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